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Today in a nutshell

…setting the scene for this 2 days of «Open» with 10 
[critical] questions raising issues on your daily workflow…

… to see the reasons why Open Science is not the 
unptenth administrative burden…

…and why we should care, in the view of Horizon 
Europe, the EOSC and FAIR data

SOME ISSUES WILL BE 
ADDRESSED TODAY BY 

STEFANO BIANCO, OTHERS 
TOMORROW IN THE 

COURSE



[point #1]

Dec.2021

MY OWN QUESTION:
WHAT ELSE DO WE NEED 
BUT COVID TO SEE THE 
IMMEDIATE NEED FOR 

OPEN SCIENCE?

https://rori.figshare.com/articles/report/Scholarly_communication_in_times_of_crisis_The_response_of_the_scholarly_communication_system_to_the_COVID-19_pandemic/17125394


Contextualizing: COVID

Feb. 4 2022

THE PANDEMIC IS A LIFE-SIZE 
EXPERIMENT THAT REMINDED US THAT 

THE ULTIMATE GOAL IS TO ADVANCE 
KNOWLEDGE, NOT EGOS, NOT NUMBERS

Nov. 29 2021

BECAUSE 
OPEN DATA 
SAVES LIVES

WE NEED DATA, NOT ONLY 
ARTICLES, AND WE NEED BOTH 

NOW (NOT IN 3 YEARS)

QUESTION #1:
ARE YOUR DATA 

AND PAPER 
AVAILABLE? AND 

WHEN?

https://twitter.com/raphavisses/status/1489632395238256645?s=20&t=D4H4GuGiLI4zdVSvAQrHPw
https://digitalscience.figshare.com/articles/report/The_State_of_Open_Data_2021/17061347


FAIR principles

Force 11

FAIR ARE THE 
BUILDING BLOCKS 

OF EOSC

QUESTION #2:
ARE YOU DATA FAIR? 
DO YOU HAVE A DATA 
MANAGEMENT PLAN?

https://www.force11.org/group/fairgroup/fairprinciples


FAIR/Open
QUESTION #3: [YOUR QUESTION] 
«DO YOU WANT ME TO PUT ALL 
MY DATA IN THE OPEN? IT’S OFF 

THE TABLE. NO WAY»

2018

THERE WILL BE AN INCREASING DEGREE IN OVERLAPPING. 
BUT WE’LL ALWAYS HAVE PERFECTLY FAIR CLOSED DATA

«ACCESSIBLE»
DOES NOT MEAN «OPEN».

YOU – AND MACHINES - KNOW 
WHERE TO FIND THEM AND UNDER 

WHAT ACCESS CONDITIONS

«AS OPEN AS 
POSSIBLE, AS CLOSED 

AS NECESSARY»

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/turning_fair_into_reality_1.pdf


UNESCO

THE SAME 
PRINCIPLE APPLIES 

TO ALL OPEN 
SCIENCE 

COMPONENTS

…Open Science QUESTION #4: DO YOU 
KNOW THAT OPEN SCIENCE

≠OPEN ACCESS?

https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/open_science_brochure_en.pdf


Green and Gold Open Access

AUTHORS PUBLISH IN AN OPEN ACCESS 
JOURNAL

30% ASK FOR APCs, ARTICLE PROCESSING 
CHARGES

QUESTION #5: DO I 
ALWAYS HAVE TO PAY 

WHEN I PUBLISH OPEN 
ACCESS?

…WE’LL DISCUSS 
ALSO «PREDATORY»



… scholarly communication today…

TODAY, WE PAY 
3800/5000 $ PER 
ARTICLE IN THE 
SUBSCRIPTION 

SYSTEM

READING IS NOT 
FOR FREE

WE PAY TO CLOSE

7.6 billion $

[UNDERESTIMATED] AMOUNT OF MONEY 
SPENT IN SUBSCRIPTION IN 2016

2016

QUESTION #6: TODAY, 
READING IS FOR FREE, SO 

WHY SHOULD I PAY TO 
PUBLISH?

http://hdl.handle.net/11858/00-001M-0000-0026-C274-7


[point #2]

Oct. 28 2021

https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/magazine/open-science-needs-no-martyrs-we-must-recognize-need-reform


Living documents instead of living 
fossils

Apr. 11, 2022

OLD FASHIONED, BIASED, NOT 
EFFECTIVE… LIVING FOSSILS. GET 

RID OF JOURNALS, USE 
NOTEBOOKS INSTEAD

QUESTION #7:
DO WE STILL NEED

JOURNALS?

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2022/apr/11/the-big-idea-should-we-get-rid-of-the-scientific-paper


[point #3]

EC process

THE EC INITIATIVE TOWARDS A REFORM 
OF RESEARCH ASSESSMENT IS GOING 

AT A SPEEDY PACE
- SEPT. 2022 SIGN THE AGREEMENT

- BY 2023 SHOW THE ROADMAP
- BY 5 YEARS SHOW THE RESULTS

Call for interest

ARE WE FINALLY GOING TO GET RID 
OF IMPACT FACTOR AND 
PRESTIGIOUS JOURNALS?

https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/process-towards-agreement-reforming-research-assessment-2022-jan-18_en
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/6d55d745-201f-a85d-a3c2-e15f05b7b20a


…still publishers?

Sept. 24, 2021 …ALL THE MAJOR PUBLISHING BRANDS ARE 
EXPANDING BEYOND PUBLICATIONS
[MOSTLY TOWARDS DATA ANALYTICS]

QUESTION #8: 
DO YOU KNOW

THAT YOUR
SEARCHES ON

PLATFORMS ARE
TRACKED?

NO LONGER 
«PUBLISHERS» EVEN ON 

THEIR HOMEPAGE

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.5526634


… your rights
2022

YOUR INTELLECTUAL 
PRODUCTION IS YOURS. 
DON’T GIVE IT AWAY!!!

QUESTION #9: ARE 
YOU AWARE OF YOUR 
RIGHTS AS AUTHORS?

https://www.coalition-s.org/resources/rights-retention-strategy/


… calling [or: why should we care?] 

Webinar 2021

Application template

OPEN SCIENCE IS A METHODOLOGY.
THAT’S WHY IN HORIZON EUROPE IT HAS BEEN MOVED TO THE 

«EXCELLENCE» SECTION OF THE PROPOSAL TEMPLATE…
AND YOU WILL BE EVALUATED

ON HOW YOUR PROPOSAL ADOPTS/ADAPTS OS PRACTICES

QUESTION #10: ARE 
YOU AWARE THAT IN 

HORIZON EUROPE 
YOUR PROPOSAL WILL 
BE EVALUATED ALSO 
ON OPEN SCIENCE 

AND FAIR DATA 
MANAGEMENT?

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event210421.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/af/af_he-ria-ia_en.pdf


Reasons NOT to go Open Science?

SEE YOU TOMORROW AT 
14.00! 


